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RESUMO 
Objetivo: identificar e mapear na literatura científica ações de fomento, apoio e 
proteção ao aleitamento materno realizadas no sistema prisional. Método: realizou- 
se, primeiramente, o protocolo da scoping review, com buscas nas bases de dados 
Lilacs, BDENF, BVS, Medline, SciELO e Portal de Periódicos da Capes. O mnemônico 
do PCC identificou P para os participantes, considerando aleitamento materno; C para 
os conceitos: ações para promover, proteger e apoiar a amamentação; e C para o 
contexto: sistema prisional. Os artigos serão selecionados com auxílio do software 
Rayyan QCRI. O time de revisão será composto de dois revisores que trabalharão 
de forma independente. Quando houver discordância ou dúvidas, será solicitada a 
participação de um terceiro revisor. 
Descritores: Prisões; Aleitamento Materno; Promoção da Saúde. 

 

ABSTRACT 
Objective: to identify and map in the scientific literature actions to promote, 
support, and protect breastfeeding in the prison system. Method: first, a scoping 
review protocol was developed through searches in Lilacs, BDENF, VHL, Medline, 
SciELO, and Capes Portal of Journals. The PCC mnemonic was decomposed into P for 
population: breastfeeding, C for concept: actions to promote, protect and support 
breastfeeding, and C for context: the prison system. Articles will be selected using 
the Rayyan QCRI software. The review team will consist of two reviewers who will 
work independently. In case of disagreement or doubts, the participation of a third 
reviewer will be requested. 
Descriptors: Prisons; Breast Feeding; Health Promotion. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non- 

-custodial Measures for Women Offenders also called the Bangkok Rules, 

suggest the development of laws and policies that, among other guidelines, 

protect breastfeeding within the prison context. Brazil participated in the 

elaboration of these Rules and their approval. Therefore, complying with 

them is an internationally assumed commitment(1). 

Based on the Bangkok Rule, Brazil issued Law No. 12,403 on May 4, 2011, 

and, in Article 318, it is provided that the judge can order house arrest for 

pregnant women when they are in their seventh month of pregnancy or if the 

pregnancy is high risk. However, since 1984, the Penal Execution Law (PEL) 

guarantees women deprived of their liberty rights within prisons, which were 

further expanded in the Brazilian Constitution of 1988(2). 

In 2014, the Ministry of Justice created a specific policy for women deprived 

of their liberty, called the National Policy of Attention to Women in Situation 

of Freedom Deprivation and Egresses from the Prison System (PNAMPE in 

Portuguese, 2014) with maternal and child health as one of its goals. This 

policy (PNAMPE) also establishes that breastfeeding women deprived of 

their liberty have an adequate place with activities to promote, protect and 

support breastfeeding within the prison(3). Another benefit guaranteed to 

women occurred through Habeas Corpus Coletivo nº. 143.641/SP on 2018, 

which grantees house arrest or precautionary measures to pregnant and 
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breastfeeding women, with provisional detention 

only for extreme cases(2). 

In recent decades, the female population has 

grown significantly within the Brazilian prison 

system, from 6,000 women in 2000 to 42,000 

in 2016, representing a great rise in the female 

inmates compared to the male population in this 

context(4). 

However, the system has not kept up with this 

sudden increase, and only 7% of Brazilian pri- 

sons are specific to women. Of these, only 14% 

of female prisons have adequate environments 

for the mother to stay with the children for up to 

six months or 18 months; the age varies accor- 

ding to the authorization of each Brazilian state. 

Currently, Brazil occupies the fourth position 

among the countries with the highest number 

of incarcerated women(4). 

Thus, pregnant and lactating women deprived of 

their liberty are part of the vulnerable population 

and have specific needs within Brazilian prisons. 

Despite being an environment with several diffi- 

culties for the coexistence of mother and child, 

breastfeeding is part of the prison scenario, and 

the breastfeeding phenomenon integrates into 

the daily life of female prisons(2,5). Therefore, the 

theme is relevant and must be discussed since 

most women incarcerated are in the reproduc- 

tive phase, and pregnancy, breastfeeding, and 

child care are part of these women’s lives within 

prisons(2). 

Despite several governmental acts supporting 

breastfeeding in the Brazilian penal system, 

there are still weaknesses in meeting the needs 

of pregnant and lactating women, making them 

more vulnerable when deprived of their liber- 

ty(2,6). Therefore, a study in this area will help 

to acquire new knowledge about breastfeeding 

in the prison environment, identifying priority 

health actions, and evaluating equity related to 

mother-child as a right guaranteed by the Unified 

Health System (SUS in Portuguese). 

It is necessary to deepen the mapping of studies 

investigating the structuring of breastfeeding in 

this environment. Therefore, this review aims to 

identify and map in the scientific literature actions 

to promote, support, and protect breastfeeding 

in the prison system. 
 

METHOD 

The scoping review methodology, which is used 

to map the knowledge available in the literature, 

identify gaps and expand the study on a given 

theme(7), will be used to identify and map ac- 

tions carried out within the prison environment 

to support, promote and protect breastfeeding. 

 

Eligibility criteria 

This exploratory review will consider studies with 

a qualitative and quantitative approach, and the 

following study designs will be included: letters 

to the editor, case studies, experience reports 

addressing the theme of breastfeeding in the 

prison system, theses, dissertations, and articles 

available in full and free of charge in the data- 

bases, at the time of the search. The languages 

used in the research will be English, Portuguese 

and Spanish. There will be no time restrictions 

to cover additional articles on the subject. The 

exclusion criteria will be duplicate articles, abs- 

tracts, and expert opinions or articles that do not 

meet the objective of this review. 

 

Data selection 

Descriptors in English, Portuguese and Spanish 

will be used, with quotation marks for the exact 

identification of the term, and, for the respecti- 

ve combinations, the Boolean operators OR and 

AND will be used to obtain the largest number of 

articles possible to answer the guiding question. 

 

Registration 

This scoping review has been registered in the 

Open Science Framework (OSF) with the iden- 

tifier DOI 10.17605/OSF.IO/ZAJR8, available 

at https://archive.org/details/osf-registrations- 
-zajr8-v1. 

 
Review question 

The review question is: What actions protect and 

support breastfeeding in the prison environment? 

 

Acronym 

P – Breastfeeding; 

C – Promotion, protection, and support actions; 

C – Prison system. 

 

The terms were organized into mapping to faci- 

litate the development of the search strategy, as 

shown in Figure 1. 

 

Data sources 

The research took place in October 2020 in the 

following databases: Latin American and Carib- 

bean Health Sciences Literature (Lilacs), Nursing 

Database (Bdenf in Portuguese), Regional Portal 

of the Virtual Health Library (VHL), Pubmed, 

Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval System 

https://doi.org/10.17665/1676-4285.20236603
https://archive.org/details/osf-registrations-zajr8-v1
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PCC MAPPING 

 
PARTICIPANT 

“Aleitamento Materno” OR “Lactancia Materna” OR Aleitamento OR “Alimentação ao 
Peito” OR Amamentação OR “Alimentación al Pecho” OR Amamantamiento 

“Breast Feeding” OR “Feeding, Breast” OR Breastfeeding 

CONCEPT This component will not be applied to searches in order to broaden the results. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
CONTEXT 

Prisões OR prisão OR prisiones OR “centro penais” OR “Centros de Readaptação Social” 
OR Carcere* OR “Instituição Penal” OR “Instituições Penais” OR Penitenciária OR Presídio* 
OR Prisão OR Reformatório* OR prisional OR “centro de ressocialização” OR “centro penal” 
OR “centro de recuperação” OR “centro de reeducação” OR “centro de reintegração social” 

OR reformatório OR “estabelecimento penal” OR “colônia penal” OR “colônia agrícola” 

OR “conjunto penal” OR “cadeia pública” OR “instituto penal” OR “centro de detenção” 
OR Prisioneiros OR prisioneiras OR Detenta* OR Encarcerada* OR “Pessoa Privada de 

Liberdade” OR “Pessoas Privadas de Liberdade” OR “População Privada de Liberdade” 
OR Presa* OR Cautivo* OR Detenido* OR Detenidos OR “Persona Privada de Libertad” 

OR “Personas Encarceladas” OR “Personas Privadas de Libertad” OR Preso* OR Rehenes 
OR Prisiones OR “Centros Penales” OR “Centros de Readaptación Social” OR Cárcele* OR 

“Instituciones Penales” 

Prisons OR Prison OR jail OR prison OR “penal institution” OR “guard house” OR 

“correctional facility” OR “detention center” OR penitentiary OR “detention facility” OR 

Prisoners OR Prisoner OR Incarceration OR “correctional facilities” OR “correctional facility” 
OR “incarcerated offender” OR “incarcerated offenders” OR “incarcerated population” OR 

inmate OR inmates 

Figure 1 - PCC mapping to identify terms and organization of the search strategy. Niterói, RJ, Brazil, 2020 

Source: Prepared by the authors, 2020. 
 

Online (Medline), Scientific Electronic Library 

Online (SciELO), Capes Portal of Journals, Web of 

Science, Clarivate Analytics, Scopus, and Cinahl. 

Theses and dissertations from the Brazilian Ins- 

titute of Information in Science and Technology 

will also be searched, and manual searches will 

be carried out on Google and Google Scholar. 

 

Search strategies 

The preliminary search strategy will initially be 

tested in two databases, with a narrow search 

for published and unpublished studies (gray 

literature), using the title, abstract and inde- 

xing terms. After the limited searches, Nursing 

Database (BDENF via Bireme) and Lilacs will be 

searched on the topic studied. The keywords and 

indexing terms identified in this search step will 

be included and adapted for each database or 

information source. Reference lists of all selected 

information sources will be considered for addi- 

tional studies. In this phase, a librarian from the 

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro will support 

the literature search. 

 

Data processing 

The studies found in the searches will be do- 

wnloaded or exported to a reference manager 

(Ryyan), and from there, the review team, com- 

posed of two reviewers, will remove duplicates 

and, independently, make the initial selection 

through title and abstract screening(8). Subse- 

quently, the pre-selected studies will be read 

carefully, and a virtual meeting will be held to 

deliberate the studies considered. 

Reasons for excluding evidence sources that do 

not meet the inclusion criteria will be recorded 

and reported in the scoping review. Any disa- 

greement between reviewers at any stage of the 

selection process will be resolved upon the parti- 

cipation of a third reviewer. The results and the 

criteria of the included studies will be reported in 

full at the end of the scoping review. The results 

will also be presented using the Preferred Report 

Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses 

extension for Scoping Reviews (Prisma-ScR) flow 

diagram(9). 

Data will be extracted from the studies by two 

reviewers independently, and a framework will 

be created to extract data from the selected ar- 

ticles. In a table, the following information will 

be presented: methods, objectives, phenomenon 

of interest, context, sample size, and results. 

 

Data analysis 

The evidence will be analyzed through thematic 

analysis as follows: the articles will be mapped 

https://doi.org/10.17665/1676-4285.20236603
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according to the relevance of actions to promote, 

protect and support breastfeeding within the pri- 

son system. The result of this analysis will occur 

in a descriptive and discursive manner, based on 

scientific knowledge and public policies. 

In this way, the scoping review will highlight the 

importance of national and international actions 

to promote, protect and support breastfeeding 

within the prison system to guarantee the rights 

of inmates who breastfeed and their children. 
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